
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Gompers Gazette 
Hey there Shipmates, the 2017 Las Vegas Reunion 
is a wrap.  Jay Frascone, Michaelanne Wallace-
Huffer and I want to thank everyone who attended! 
For those who may not know…this reunion was the 
brainchild of Kyle Littrell & Jay Frascone.  Kyle we 
sure did miss you!  If you weren’t able to attend, 
here’s what you missed…  
 

 
The reunion began with registration Wednesday at 
the Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino in downtown 
Las Vegas.   HT2 Jay Frascone, SN Michaelanne 
Wallace-Huffer and I welcomed attendees with 
name tags and gift bags in the Pebble Beach Room, 
which served as our memorabilia display area and 
overflow room.   
  
 

 
 
After check-in, attendees were directed to the Spa 
Tower Hospitality Suite which was stocked with 
snacks and beverages and manned by Michaelanne’s  
husband, Rodney Huffer and a crew of volunteer 
watch standers.   
 
The Hospitality Suite served as a comfortable place 
for our attendees to get together with old and new 
friends and share a sea story and a drink or two.   
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Some of our shipmates and their guests took the VIP 
Hoover Dam and Lake Mead Cruise Tour on 
Thursday.  First stop was a walk on the bridge at the 
Hoover Dam.  The view of the dam and Lake Mead 
was stunning!   
 
They toured inside and around the dam, and had an 
opportunity to rub the “toes” of the angel statues on 
the dam for good luck!   Next up was the Lake Mead 
Cruise where they enjoyed breathtaking views of the 
Canyon and lunch on the paddleboat S.S. Princess.  
Our shipmates Mindy Bernhardt and Rick Guerrero 
met the Captain who let them drive the ship!   

   
Another group of our shipmates and their guests 
walked over to the Mob Museum and took the tour 
on Friday morning. The Mob Museum is the 
national museum of organized crime and law 
enforcement.  The museum itself is broken up into 
three floors, each offering interactive exhibits, films 
and other displays which allows visitors to get a full 

understanding of the true reach of organized crime 
in America as well as law enforcement's response.  
Those who attended found it interesting and well 
worth the price of admission. A fun time was had by 
all! 

 
 
HT3 David Baker married his lovely bride Susan on 
Friday afternoon.  A small group of us who served 
with Dave were in attendance as was Susan’s best 
friend.   The ceremony was beautiful and performed 
by Elvis!  The music was great, and it was by far the 
coolest wedding I have ever attended.   
 

 
 
The Golden Nugget’s swimming pool is quite 
fabulous and the weather was just right for 
sunbathing.  Loved the shark tank! 
 



Quite a few of us rode the zip line on Fremont 
Street.  There were two options, a long and a short 
version either sitting or “Superman” style to ride.  It 
was a hoot! 

 
 
There were planned and impromptu breakfast and 
dinner meet-ups at various locations each day in and 
around the hotel.  The Golden Nugget Buffet well 
attended on Thursday evening, but on the pricey 
side.  Those who ate at Tony Roma’s at the 4 
Queens on Friday reported it was a better meal at a 
much more reasonable price.  A small group of us 
ate at Nacho Daddy on Friday evening.  The food 
was great but much more than I could eat!  The 
Grotto Italian Restaurant at the Golden Nugget was 
very good, as was the Claim Jumper Restaurant.  
Needless to say there was no shortage of great 
places to get a meal in Las Vegas and none of us 
went hungry.    

Most of us ventured out onto Fremont Street once or 
twice to enjoy the freak show, casinos, free concerts 
and all that the Fremont Street Experience has to 
offer!   

 

 



This reunion just happened to coincide with the USS 
Samuel Gompers’ 50th Anniversary (May she rest in 
peaceful waters.) We had about 116 shipmates and 
their guests which included Plank Owners all the 
way through Decommissioning Crew in attendance.  
 
On Saturday afternoon we had a Banquet Luncheon 
and Group Photo Shoot.  The Las Vegas Sea Cadet 
Honor Guard presented the Colors.   

 
Jay Frascone welcomed the group and gave the 
opening remarks.  RP2 Doretha Cratic gave the 
Benediction before the meal, and LCDR Don “Jack” 
Jackson was our Keynote Speaker. Afterwards, the 
Honor Guard retired the Colors and we went right 
into the Business Meeting. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



Our shipmate Sherry McIntyre graciously offered to 
host the 2019 Reunion in Memphis, Tennessee!  
This suggestion was widely and warmly welcomed!  
Look out Memphis!!! 
 

After some discussion on the benefit of forming an 
official USS Samuel Gompers Reunion Association 
(to replace the now defunct Association) it was 
decided that additional research on bylaws for our 
organization as well as which state to form the non-
profit organization in would need to be done.  I 
asked for interested parties to contact me.  More info 
to follow! 
 
 The Silent Auction and 50/50 Raffle concluded the 
afternoon’s events, and our attendees were generous 
in their support.   Michaelanne Huffer announced 
the winners of the Silent Auction and the 50/50 

raffle.  Thanks to all who donated and purchased 
items from the auction and to those who purchased 
the 50/50 raffle tickets!    
 
Most in attendance departed on Sunday, August 27, 
but quite a few of our shipmates from Texas were 
forced to stay a while longer due to Hurricane 
Harvey.  Our shipmate Yolanda Lloyd’s home 
sustained some damage from the storm, but she 
reports that her family members are ok and the 
damages are going to be repaired.   
 
In closing I would like to offer the Reunion 
Committee’s thanks to all who attended, and helped 
out during the reunion.  It was great seeing you all 
and I look forward to seeing you in Memphis in 
2019! 
 
  


